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SUMMARY 

On September 14, 2018 Garcia and Associates (GANDA) conducted a preconstruction western pond 
turtle (Emys marmorata) survey for the North American Wetlands Conservation Act – 3 (NAWCA-
3) Lower Putah Creek Floodplain Restoration Project. This survey was conducted in compliance 
with project permits requiring a western pond turtle survey prior to the start of work.  A single 
western pond turtle was observed swimming near emergent logs in the slow-moving section of the 
creek, just west of the I-505 overpass.  No evidence of any western pond turtle nest burrow was 
observed within the NAWCA-3 project area.  A single red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans) 
was also observed near the western pond turtle. 
 
METHODS 

GANDA biologist Eric Jepsen conducted the survey from 11:00 to 14:00 hours on September 14, 
2018 in calm, mild weather (temperature range 66-77 degrees Fahrenheit).  Mr. Jepsen conducted a 
pedestrian survey of all parts of the NAWCA-3 project area.  Using binoculars and a spotting scope 
he identified areas with suitable habitat for western pond turtles, including water features, emergent 
logs for basking turtles, riparian vegetation, and potential nest sites in upland areas.  The presence of 
adult turtles and potential nest sites were the focus of the survey.  Upland vegetation was surveyed 
for evidence of turtle movements and nesting.   

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Western pond turtle habitat was observed throughout the NAWCA-3 project area (Photo 1).  A 
single western pond turtle was observed briefly poking its head above the water surface in the slow-

 



moving section of the creek immediately west of the I-505 overpass (Photo 2).  There was also a 
single red-eared slider observed in this area, also briefly poking its head above the surface before 
swimming out of sight. 

No turtles were observed outside of the immediate water environment.  No evidence of turtle 
movements or nesting in upland vegetation was observed.  However, due to the dense vegetation and 
potential nesting habitat adjacent to the creek channels, monitoring is recommended during 
vegetation removal and earth moving activities to avoid any impact on turtles that may be outside of 
the aquatic environment. 

 
Photo 1.  Google Earth aerial imagery of the existing channel and backwater areas suitable for 
western pond turtle (blue), and the section where turtles were observed (red outline). 
 



 
Photo 2.  Wide, slow moving creek section west of I-505, where both western pond turtle and 
red-eared slider were observed.  Photo facing east. 
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